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On Birth and Death
Twenty five years ago,
Leaves were tender, greenish brown in colour,
It rained like pearls being thrown asunder-
[ had ne altermnative but to embrace the oceasion with
grace:
On this rainy day of woe.
Coincidence! | was born this date:
Call it destiny for which | blazed the trail
Across the desert, tunnelling the hard earth
And passing a forest of thomny undergrowth teeming
with carnivora.
Went through such obstacles only to climb a steep
hill
And meet a canyon impassable but walk along
its edge.
[ did score, however, milestones of
Three score and ten.
On this day my beloved walked the way of gloom
As if the binding cord of shaft and yoke snapped
during
an uphill track.
How terrible was the fate! Now | have had a
shade to
sit and ponder.
How perilous my journey was?
Well! Aafter a quarter century of consciousness
in causa-
tion and cessation.
We triumphed by seperation like 'defeal into
viclory',

Though it hurts somewhere in the heart

O ——— AR

Like a monsoon storm that had done much havoe
onee.
May all beings be happy,
Khin Hnin Yu
7 September 1995
On 7 September she was born seventy years ago
and
her husband was buried twenty five years ago.
Translation by Than Tun
7 September 1995
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